
Powerful knowledge  Geography, History, Science, Computing, PE,Arts

Lots of forces are involved in the circus. A force makes can make things move. 
This can be either a push or a pull. To show the direction a force we use arrows 
in our pictures

The Roman circus ( from the Latin word that means “ circle”) was a large 
opera-air venue used for public events in the ancient Roman Empire. The Roman 
Empire was a very long time ago in the past yet the circus still exists today 

Lots of materials are used in the circus. We can sort materials into groups 
according to their properties. Materials can be made waterproof using wax, glue 
or sticky tape.

Land and buildings in the circus are  used in a special way. For example circus 
equipment is heavy  so vans where it is stored need to be close to the tent. 
Performers caravans are usually placed away from the tent because seeing 
performers in costume would spoil the the surprise for the audience

We can use words positional words to describe how land and buildings are 
used , e.g. in front of, behind, next to , straight ahead.

We can make maps and plans of real and imaginary places using pictures and 
symbols. You can use word processing software to draw, label and create 
shapes. You can open existing files and save files too 

Running around Earth is an imaginary line called the equator. North of the line 
is called the norther hemisphere and south of the line is called the hemisphere. 
The climate varies depending where the country is in the world. We can group 
countries that are hot/cold/wet/dry and we can find certain animals that live in 
these places.

Circus performers need strength and stamina, balance, perseverance, creativity 
and imagination. Running and walking can increase your stamina and climbing 
can increase my strength. Standing on one foot or walking across a beam can 
improve my balance.

Different music and musicians use musical elements to create different effects 
for different purposes. Saint-Saens was French musician who creates ‘ The 
carnival of the the Animals’ we can hear how this music creates carnival feel 
with a good marching rhythm. 

Key image 2: Primary colours are 
used to create all other colours 

Key image 3: The secondary colours are green, 
orange and purple. They can be made by mixing 
the different primary colours together.

Key image 4: Feelings in paintings and drawings 
can be shown with facial expressions and body 
language

Powerful vocabulary Learning priority in red 
Tier 1 vocabulary are words (nouns, adjectives, verbs) found in early literacy that occur frequently in 
everyday conversation. These words are simple because they are commonly heard making them easy to 
acquire and typically do not have more than one meaning

Wet, dry, hot, heavy, in front 
of, behind, next to, straight 
ahead, circus, mixing, shade,

Tier 2 vocabulary are words that require a higher level of thinking and understanding. They are found in 

adult conversations and literature. These words appear in the curriculum across a range of subjects. This 

level of vocabulary is important for reading comprehension, contains multiple meanings and is indicative 

of a student’s progress in school (Hutton, 2008). Since these words will be heard less frequently in 

everyday conversation, explicit teaching and learning and exposure to to this tier of vocabulary at home is 

vital. 

stamina, venue, materials, 
atmosphere, expression, 

empire, emotions, permeable, 
impermeable, transparent

Tier 3 vocabulary words can be described as words that do not occur as frequently and are highly specific 
to the context. Examples of these words include medical, economy or monarchy. These words tend to be 
found in a particular subject as opposed to within varying contexts. This specificity makes it more 
challenging to acquire

Equator, hemisphere, properties, 
primary colours, secondary colours 

Knowledge Organiser Tigers Summer term 1 and 2

-Have you heard the saying ‘laughter is the best medicine’? Laughing and having 
fun are such an important part of our lives. We all love being entertained and 
enjoying ourselves. For a very long time, the circus has been a special place where 
people, from many parts of the world, go to be entertained, laugh and have fun. 

- The circus has evolved from the chariot races that took place in Roman cities at the 
time of 

the Roman Empire, to the spectacular theatrics we enjoy today with acrobats, clowns, 
dance, music and arts from around the world all being celebrated at the circus.

Key dates and 
additional tasks for 

home; Exit task 

At the end of the summer term the children will be performing in a class 
circus. Parents will be invited into school during the penultimate week . Can 
you make a circus costume and practice juggling ( or throwing and catching) 
balancing, magic tricks or general clowning ? Can you make a special show 
souvenir to hand out to our audience? The Box Office will open soon for 
booking!

Key image 1: locating the period of the Roman EmpireSchool Curriculum drivers covered in this unit shaded red; 
Enterprise , Possibilities, Inquiry, Community



A circus tent is often ____________. This means that it is _____________. 
Circus’ originally began during the __________Empire. This happened 
________ in the _________. This tells us the the Romans liked to be 

__________.  
( impermeable, waterproof, Roman, long ago, past, entertained) 

Name the colour made and say if it is ‘primary’ 
‘secondary’ or ‘neither’

1.24 know the names and properties of a range of materials  
1.25 Know about the uses of different materials 

1.24 know the names and properties of a range of materials 

1.03 Be able to identify ways of finding out about scientific issues  
1.04 Be able, with help to conduct simple investigations 

A) Draw the equator, northern and southern hemisphere lines 
B) Say what the weather is link and name an animal that lives in 

each zone 

1.04 Know about the weather and climatic conditions in particular localities and 
how they effect the environment and the lives of people living there  
1.05 Know that the world extends beyond their own locality and that the places 
they study exist within a broad geographical context 

Low stakes quiz
This is how we will assess

 the knowledge and the wider impact of 
our intended curriculum. We will also 
use pupil observations, work in books 
and formative assessment tools too…

working at, expected, above

working at, expected, above
working at, expected, above

working at, expected, above

working at, expected, above

working at, expected, above

working at, expected, above




