
 

       TADDINGTON/PRIESTCLIFFE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Headteacher:  Mr J Handley       Tel:  (01298) 85278 

e-mail: school@taddingtonpriestcliffe.derbyshire.sch.uk 

website: www.taddingtonpriestcliffe.derbyshire.sch.uk 

Dear Parents/Carers 

As you are aware, on 18/3/2020 the Government have taken the decision to close schools from 20/3/2020 as part of 

the national response to the Coronavirus.   We had no prior notification from the Government of yesterday’s announcement 

regarding school closures. As a Cluster of schools in Buxton and rural areas, we have agreed a collective approach, 

aimed to support families during the national closure of schools.    

School Work   

Wherever possible, your child’s class teacher will be setting work, for example, using apps and websites children are 

already familiar with, such as My Maths, TTRockstars, Read Theory, and Numbots.  Please click on the link to our 

school website https://www.taddingtonpriestcliffe.derbyshire.sch.uk/ Where you can access a range of work for 

children to complete at home.  This includes ideas for writing activities, downloadable worksheets, interactive web-

based tasks and some more creative tasks. Our music teacher Kate, has also set some music homework.  We would 

also recommend that children read regularly at home throughout the closure.  

Below is a summary of what you can expect from each of our online learning platforms. I would urge all parents to fully 

utilise these highly effective online learning platforms. 

All children have already been sent home with exercise books and Power Maths text books and should have their 

logins for websites they regularly use.  If your child has already been abscent from school I recommend you call 

school to arrange the collection of your pack. You can email your child’s teacher with any questions about the work 

and throughout the closure on the email addresses on the website.  Wherever possible, we will reply to any questions 

or queries you may have about the work.  We would also like to see the work children are doing, so please use email, 

to send us photos. Teachers will upload these to the class blogs where parents and staff are encouraged comment on 

work.  Much more detailed information about work for each class can be found on our website.   

Advice on keeping school open for some groups of children. 

Having carefully considered the guidance and from speaking to many families today, it would appear that we 

do not have any children that meet the criteria or they have a partner who does not meet the criteria to justify 

remaining either fully or partially open. This may be subject to change if we are given further advice. 

The criteria that we have been advised to provide additional provision for are; 

Times Table 

Rock Stars 

Children will be able to easily log in and work independently on targeted times table practice  

***NEW*** 

Numbots 

A fantastic collection of targeted games based around number. This is particularly effective for KS1 children or those in KS2 

with gaps in their learning ( mental addition/subtraction , counting , recognising number, doubling etc) 

Read Theory A great resource for children particularly in KS2. Read Theory establishes the text level that children are able to read and sets 

multiple choice questions with instant feedback. Useful for building comprehension skills, one of our key school 

development aspects. 

My Maths Work is set by the teacher. Pupils receive online lessons and associated homework tasks. Work is highly personalised with 

teachers only adding key areas pupils need to work in.  
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• children and young people with a named social worker. This means children who are subject to 

child protection plans, children in need and those in care; 

• children and young people who have an education and health care plan (EHCP) in both special 

and mainstream schools; 

• young people who are the children of key workers. 

(We are still awaiting the full list from the Cabinet Office but understand that the Government has defined those as 

teachers, teaching assistants supporting those with EHCPs, health workers, social care workers, carers such as foster 

carers, blue light services and those who provide vital logistical supplies such as delivery drivers and utilities 

engineers. 

Learning and development 

You will be aware if your child is vulnerable to achieving the expected academic or development milestones from 

reading your child’s mid-year report. Whilst we do understand that this may not be your ongoing priority during a 

global pandemic, please do make every effort to complete some learning tasks with your child. We understand that for 

parents and children, the times ahead are likely to cause great anxiety. The main thing is to look after one another and 

to keep safe. 

Loan of IT equipment  

We have talked to numerous families today who may struggle to support learning without the use of an internet 

enabled device. We have prioritised families who rely on a single smart phone or tablet per house hold and have 

offered the use of a school laptop. Pupils know how to log into the laptop and with your help connecting to your home 

WIFI, pupils will be able to access all of the online leaning platforms. We ask that you take great care of this 

equipment. Our resources are very precious and must be looked after. I expect that all those who borrow a laptop will 

be returning them in the same condition as when they were allocated to you. You will be able to collect these from Mrs 

Parsons in the school office on Friday after school. We just need you to sign to agree to look after the equipment. 

Early Help       

Due to schools being closed, we are unable to provide Early Help, as we would during normal school operating 

hours.  If your family are currently open to Social Care or Early Help, you will already have contact information for 

Social Workers or Family Support Workers if needed during the closure period.  For any new cases, or if you are 

concerned that a child is suffering or at risk of significant harm, please contact Starting Point:  01629 533190 
  
Food Bank      
We appreciate that some of our families may need extra support and help during this time.  Families will be able to 

access the High Peak Food Bank on Hardwick Square, subject to them still being able to operate. 
  
If you or any of family are concerned, please follow the advice provided by the NHS and Public Health: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

Any school events that would have fallen during this closure will be rearranged wherever possible and we will update 

you as soon as we return. I have made arrangements for monies paid for after school Football and for the Whirlow 

Hall residential to be refunded to you.  

Finally, these are unpresented times and I would like to thank all parents and staff for your support. I had not 

anticipated quite such a challenge in the first year of my Headship, and with your continued support, I feel much more 

optimistic about the future. 

We look forward to getting things up and running and back to normal as soon as possible.  Please take care of 

yourselves and your families.    

Thank you for your support 

Yours sincerely  

J.Handley 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


 

Teachers will want to establish additional links with specific children. As well as adding tasks to their online folder,  

please provide details of your child’s name, class and your email address so that teachers may contact you directly. 

Name Email address  

  

  

 

 


