
 
Dear Parents, 

 

Over the next half term, Years 1 and 2 will be following a unit of work that looks at the theme of ‘Magical Toys’. During 

this unit we will be focusing on History, PE, Science, Technology, ICT & Computing and Global. 

 

Children will be reading, researching, writing, illustrating, working on their own and working in groups. We will be 

checking to see how well your child has learned through particular activities and asking children to explain their work, 

perhaps to you.  In addition, the children will complete a quiz on the Key Vocabulary and Powerful Knowledge. In this 

booklet you can see in advance what we will be asking the children (quiz) and what they need to know (knowledge 

organiser).  

 

We already know the interest you take in your child’s work. If you can, please discuss with your child the work they have 

done as the term progresses and let them teach you. If your child has some work to research, please help them, but 

without actually doing the work. If you have the chance to further their interest in the ideas of this theme please take it, 

but your enthusiasm and interest is most important.  

 

By the end of the unit, we hope your child will have achieved all of the learning targets. We hope they will have had an 

enjoyable time in the classroom. And we hope you will have enjoyed seeing your child work with enthusiasm. If you 

have any comments or questions, please get in touch. 



In PE we’ll be finding out: 

 About how different toys move 

 How to attack and defend 

In Technology, we’ll be finding out: 

 About ‘magic’ toys that fool our eyes 

 How to design and make our own board game 

 How to design and make our own puppets 

In ICT & Computing, we’ll be finding out: 

How to make our own space-themed com-

puter game 

In Science, we’ll be finding out: 

 How to sort toys based on what they are made out of 

 Which materials can be bent, squashed, twisted or stretched 

 What materials are best for making a bath toy 

 About pushes and pulls, and how things move 

In History, we’ll be finding out: 

 About toys and games from the past 

 How to decide if a toy is new or old 

 How to create our own toy museum 

 How we can learn about the past in different ways 

In Global, we’ll be finding out: 

 About a popular game from another 

country and teaching others to play it 



Overarching theme: Magic, Mysteries and 

Discoveries 

Inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle 

to share finite resources with other people and other 

living things; human-made systems and communities; 

and the environment, past present and future.  

Key Vocabulary  

timeline 

absorbent 

transparent 

opaque 

resistance 

algorithm 

code 

Powerful Knowledge  

Dolls are believed to be one the earliest forms of toy to 

exist. 

Since prehistoric times, people have crafted ‘characters’ 

using bone, clay, fur and wood. 

In the 1940s, the first plastic dolls went on sale. Before 

this, china and rag dolls were most common. 

The oldest complete board game to be found by 

archaeologists is believed to date back to 5500 B.C.E. 

Children used to have to ‘move’ toys themselves and 

provide the noises and effects themselves, but battery 

and computer toys can now ‘power’ themselves. 

Teddy bears are named after American President 

Theodore (‘Teddy’) Roosevelt. He refused to shoot a bear 

on a hunting trip and a new soft toy bear was then 

advertised as ‘Teddy’s Bear’.  

Computer games were only invented around 60 years 

ago. 

All computer games are made up of 3 things: pictures, 

algorithms and code. 

Toys are made from different materials due to their different 

properties and availability 

Magical Toys: Explanation of the theme 

There are millions of types of toys. They work differently, 

are used differently and are made differently, but they’re 

all intended for us to have fun. Toys can also teach us 

things and help us to exercise different parts of our bodies, 

including our brains. Enterprise 

Possibilities 

Inquiry 

Community 

Curriculum drivers  

Taddington and Priestcliffe 
Knowledge organiser  

Infant Spring Term 1 

Key Images  



Taddington and 
Priestcliffe  

Low stakes quiz 

Put these dolls on a timeline then choose 2 words to label your timeline. 

Discuss an invention that has had a huge impact on toys and how we are able to 

play. 

What does absorbent mean? 

Medium Tallest Oldest Yesterday Newest 



Overarching theme 

Inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources 

with other people and other living things; human-made systems and 

communities; and the environment, past present and future . 

Overview and outcomes  

This is a three-week planning sequence using the text The Dragon Machine by Helen 

Ward, in which children are initially engaged by noticing a dragon tail and then by going 

on a dragon hunt across the school. Children then create a guide, exploring descriptive 

and positional language. They engage with the main character in the story’s thoughts and 

emotions through letter writing. Throughout the sequence, children explore a number of 

spelling patterns and rules from the Y2 Programme of Study and these are specifically 

edited for in their final outcome of an extended ‘dragon machine’ story.  

National Curriculum Coverage 

Key sentence types 

Statements, questions, exclamations and commands  

Statement: Statements are sentences that express a fact, 

idea or opinion. Statements do not ask questions, make 

requests or give commands. They are also 

not exclamations. 

Statement sentences can be simple, compound or com-

plex sentences; a sentence always consists of at least 

one clause containing a subject and a verb and nearly 

always ends in a full stop. 

Questions: A question is a type of sentence that we ask 

or write to gain further information from a person or 

people responding. 

Exclamations: An exclamation is forceful statement which 

expresses high levels of emotion or excitement. 

Command: Commands are a type of sentence in which 

someone is being told to do something. 

Literacy Spring Term 1  Year 1 and  Year 2 

Taddington and Priestcliffe 

Knowledge organiser  

Word Reading  

-Continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words 

until automatic decoding has become embedded and reading is fluent  

- Read further common exception words, noting unusual correspondences 

between spelling and sound and where these occur in the word  

Vocabulary, Grammar & Punctuation  

-Formation of nouns using suffixes such as –ness, –er and by compounding [for example, 

whiteboard, superman]  

-Subordination (using when, if, that, because) and co-ordination (using or, and, but)  

-Expanded noun phrases for description and specification [for example, the blue butterfly, 

plain flour, the man in the moon]  

- How the grammatical patterns in a sentence indicate its function as a statement, question, 

exclamation or command  

- Use of capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sen-

tences  

- Commas to separate items in a list  

Reading Comprehension  

Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: - 

Discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related  

-Discussing their favourite words and phrases  

Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and those that 

they listen to by: - Drawing on what they already know or on background information and 

vocabulary provided by the teacher 

 - Making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done  

- Predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far  

- Explaining and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, both those 

that they listen to and those that they read for themselves  

Writing (Composition)  

Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by: - Writing 

narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and 

fictional) 

 - Writing for different purposes  

Consider what they are going to write before beginning by: - Planning or 

saying out loud what they are going to write about  

Writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary  

Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by: - 

Evaluating their writing with the teacher and other pupils 

 - Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 

indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 

continuous form 

 - Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation  

Writing Transcription (Spelling and Handwriting) 

 - Learning to spell common exception words  

- Add suffixes to spell longer words, including –

ment, –ness - 

-Using the prefix un–  

-Write from memory simple sentences dictated by 

the teacher that include words using the GPCs, 

common exception words and punctuation taught 

so far  

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-question
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-command
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-an-exclamation-sentence
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-simple-compound-and-complex-sentences-0
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-simple-compound-and-complex-sentences-0
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-clause
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-subject-and-object
https://www.theschoolrun.com/powerful-verbs-explained
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-full-stop


Overarching theme:  

Inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle 

to share finite resources with other people and other 

living things; human-made systems and 

communities; and the environment, past present and 

future. 

Overview and outcomes  

In this three-week teaching sequence based on the text, Rosie Revere, Engineer the children begin by 

designing their own suspension/ opening bridges. They then write a short explanation about how their 

bridge works, using verbs in their progressive form. These designs are sent off as competition entries. 

Disappointingly, the children discover that they haven’t won the competition and that, in fact, a man 

called Horace Jones has won. In order to console the class, the first few pages of Rosie Revere, Engineer 

are read and the children discover that another child has experienced similar disappointments due to 

inventions that she has made not working. The children make inferences about the character using the 

technique of Thought-Tapping and then go on to write dictated letters of advice using a range of con-

tracted verbs and spelling the common exception words could, should and would. Following a Lucky Dip 

Description activity to create expanded noun phrases and a Sentence Sort, where children identify 

commands, statements and exclamations, the children write a school report for Rosie. They then re-

ceive a letter from Rosie asking for help with writing a series of leaflets about the engineering of famous 

landmarks. She knows that they are visiting Tower Bridge – can they research this landmark and write a 

leaflet? After their visit, the children write an advert for the exhibit, explore how the machinery in the 

engine room functions and then create a plan for their leaflet. They then write their leaflet over several 

days, finishing off with the inclusion of Bubbles of Speech in the voice of Rosie Revere, where they use 

verbs in their contracted forms once again.  

National Curriculum Coverage 

Key Sentence Type:   

Key sentence type: Compound Sen-
tences 

Compound sentences contain two or 
more clauses that can stand alone, 

linked by a connective word such as 
'and'. 

Compound sentence = main 
clause + conjunction + main clause 

E.g. The hare is furry and has large 
feet.  

Literacy Spring Term 1 Year 1 and  Year 2 

Taddington and Priestcliffe 

Knowledge organiser  

 Writing (Composition)  

-Writing for different purposes  

- Planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about 

 - Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, 

ends of sentences punctuated correctly. 

Writing Transcription (Spelling and Handwriting)  

Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words using the GPCs and 

common exception words taught so far  

-Learning new ways of spelling phonemes for which one or more spellings are already known, and 

learn some words with each spelling, including a few common homophones 

 - Distinguishing between homophones and near-homophones - Apply spelling rules and guidance, as 

listed in English Appendix 1  

Reading Comprehension  

-Listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at 

which they can read independently  

-Being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences  

-Discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 

 - Being introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different ways 

 - Drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided. 

Word Reading  

-Read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing 

GPCs that have been taught  

R-ead common exception words, noting unusual correspondences 

between spelling and sound and where these occur in the word  

- Read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their 

developing phonic knowledge and that do not require them to use 

other strategies to work out words and re-read these books to build 

up their fluency and confidence in word reading  

Vocabulary, Grammar & Punctuation  

-Subordination (using when, if, that, because) and co-ordination (using 

or, and, but)  

-How the grammatical patterns in a sentence indicate its function as a 

statement, question, exclamation or command  

- Use apostrophes for contraction and singular possession  

- Use of capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation 


